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happy new year at

   It is a “new year” at Higgins Lake 2022 as we
tackle the most important project ever for the health
of Higgins Lake Water. The water we drink, water
in our wells, ground water, surface water and all
the water in the 10,000 acres of Higgins Lake.
   Messaging from past research and studies
prioritized ongoing septic maintenance: pump it,
inspect it, repair it and/or replace it, and if you don’t,
there will be problems in the future. The future is
now at Higgins Lake — tainted wells, over-saturated
sand, blue-green algae, threats to our cold-water
fish population and visible changes provide real-
time evidence that the problems are here.
   The Health Department tested 122 wells around
Higgins Lake; they all had some degree of nitrates;
10% were over the limit for safe drinking water.
60% of our septics have 1 or more code violations.
The condition of 40% is unknown. The life
expectancy of a septic system is 25 to 30 years.
   We have included information on the topic of
septic systems in this newsletter. Additional
information can be found on the HLF website  as

well as recorded videos from the Gerrish Lyon Utility
Authority (GLUA) public meetings.
   Your donations to the Higgins Lake Foundation
are for funding ecologically sound programs and
practices for the benefit of Higgins Lake and the
surrounding watershed. The HLF board fully
supports the sewer project, a project that will protect
Higgins Lake for the generations following us. An
HLF grant has been awarded to Lyon and Gerrish
Townships for some specific preliminary sewer
requirements.
   The Higgins Lake Foundation, GLUA board
members and the Higgins Lake Property Owners
Association have met with representatives and
senators who are sharing our story in Lansing. We
are encouraged by the billions of dollars that have
been recently allocated for clean water and
infrastructure. As a low-income community with
need for a sewer as supported by the health
department, we are in an advantageous position
for funding help.

   Gotta’ have turf grass? Please see the letter
inside and join the SEED DON’T FEED program
to eliminate fertilizer!               (continued on pg. 2)

higgins lake
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Higgins Lake Foundation Trustees

Vicki Springstead
Ed Panyard 
Dan Decker
Bob Blamer
Sara Almiral Takikawa
Bill Baker
Marie Barrett
Jim Kirsch
Scott McNamara
Rick Meeks
Joanie Skuta

Executive Assistant
Foundation Office
E-Mail
Website
Mailing Address
Office Address
Office Hours Tues/Wed/Thurs 9am-3pm

Ann Rose

(continued from page 1)
Programs & Activities Funded by HLF in 2021
(also see pictures)
• Sewer – cost of initial engineering requirements
• DASH Boat
• Marine Patrol
• Dr. M. Luttenton, PhD. Biologist, Grand Valley
  State University
• HLPOA Student Science Program
• Dewey Road Culvert Project
• Annual Maintenance of North State Park Boat
  Wash
• Roscommon County Community Foundation –
  Ambassador
• Q100 Radio Spots promoting boat wash and skip
  the fertilizer
• Roscommon High School Senior Scholarship for
  Environmental Education
• Tours of Boat Wash and DASH boat for other lake
  groups
• Cooperative Lake Management Program (CLMP)
  water testing
• Boat Wash Campaign – Annual Launch Site
  Landing Blitz; partial funding of CD3 boat cleaning
  equipment

New in 2022
• A Friend of the Higgins Lake Foundation, John
  Currie, generously volunteered to coordinate our
  partnership with local hardware stores and lawn
  care companies to educate customers on the use
  of fertilizer and promote a SEED DON’T FEED
  program. See letter inside and join in to RALLY
  FOR THE LAKE!
• Spectrum – Digital messages for a Healthy Higgins
  Lake
• Lake Saver Day for Roscommon 4th graders is
  back after COVID delay
• June 11 – Native Plant Sale & Healthy Higgins
  Fair
• June 16 – Seminar “You and Your Lake – Life at
  the Lake” 9am-1pm. Optional shoreline boat tour
  (reserve ahead).
• July 1 – Higgins Lake Landing Blitz; meet ‘n greet
  boaters and distribute aquatic invasive species
  educational material. 9am – 1pm South St. Park
• August 6 – Higgins Lake Awareness Day at
  R.A. MacMullan Center 4pm-6pm. Food, adult
  beverages, auction, raffle with $10,000 in prize
  money! Tickets available soon by mail, phone,
  from HLF board members, or at the HLF office
  989-275-9183, 207 Terrace Dr., Roscommon
• HLF programs for best lake management will be
  continued throughout 2022. The Higgins Lake
  Foundation Board has 11 active volunteer
  members. HLF Executive Assistant, Ann Rose
  manages the office.
• DASH diver Beau Crnkovich worked part time in
  the office during the winter.
• Michael Burns will join the HLF team as an intern
  during the summer months.
  We thank our many generous donors for
remembering us throughout the year and over the
years. HLF started in a pontoon boat in 1989 with
a few people noticing changes in water clarity. Their
forward thinking and ongoing data collection provide
the basis for decisions made today.
   We are proud of our partnership with the
Roscommon County Community Foundation as
Ambassadors and appreciate RCCF for supporting
our major Higgins Lake projects. RCCF and
community support enables us to expand on our
programs and provide grants for projects that benefit
the health of Higgins Lake.
   Happy Summer! See you at Higgins!
Vicki Springstead
Chair, HLF

happy
2022
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   We welcome back Dr. Mark Luttenton, Ph.D.
Professor of Biology, Program Director, MS in Water
Resource Policy, Grand Valley State University. Dr.
Luttenton will be back on Higgins Lake this summer
working on various programs.
   In addition to his summer work, Dr. Luttenton
made several winter visits that included some water
testing and an invigorating shoreline tour.
   In 2014 Michigan State Uinversity did a ground
water study of nutrients in the near shore bottom
lands; twenty piezometers were placed around
Higgins Lake four to five feet from the shore. The
report was completed in 2019.
   Dr. Luttenton will be doing a follow up study on
some of those locations this summer. The purpose

is to track trends in water quality.
   Dr. Luttenton will continue his evaluation of
distribution of phytoplankton, cyanobacteria and
evaluate near shore algal growth. Throughout the
summer he will survey for new aquatic invasives
like fishhook water fleas, spiney water fleas and
bloody red shrimp. Dr. Luttenton discovered the first
quagga mussels in Higgins Lake. The quagga mussel
is a close relative of the zebra mussel, filter feeders
that are quick to colonize and cluster underneath
the sand.
   Dr. Luttenton continues to oversee the DASH
operation mapping AIS at harvest locations, launch
sites and tracking new areas of concern.

.

welcome back

   Whether you have lived in Michigan most or all of
your life or you moved here at some point, take
some time to learn about Michigan Watersheds so
you can do your part to help steward the Great
Lakes for the next generations to enjoy.
   Michigan residents often take for granted the
amazing water resources that exist in the state. It
is not surprising that some may not be aware that
nearly all waterways in Michigan eventually flow into
the Great Lakes, and that our actions in one part of
the landscape can affect land and water downstream.
This is because everyone lives in a watershed (also
called a catchment or drainage basin), an area of
land that drains surface water to a particular body
of water in the landscape such as a river, lake or
stream. Importantly, a watershed includes water
above and below the earth’s surface.
   Watershed boundaries or drainage divides are the
high points in the landscape. Put another way, a
watershed catches precipitation from a certain land
area and funnels and drains it to a common body
of water. For example, all the water contained in the
land area (depicted in the image below) drains to
the common body of water, in this case a lake.
   To understand the impact we have on Michigan’s
water resources and minimize the damage we might
cause to the environment, MSU Extension
recommends you understand these basic principles:
• Everyone lives in a watershed and depends on it
to provide a source of clean drinking water, irrigation
for crops and recreation to name a few.
• Our actions on the land can potentially affect the

health of groundwater and surface water either
locally and/or across the state, regardless of where
the impacts originally occurred. For example, an
adverse impact such as a chemical spill that occurs
in one part of the watershed might affect other parts
of the watershed as water moves through the land
area and gets collected into a common body of
water.
• Water that can be seen above ground (surface
water) and the water below ground in the form
of groundwater is connected through the water cycle.
The water cycle, also called the hydrologic cycle,
describing the movement of water through its three
phases (solid, liquid and gas) that transitions between
surface water, the atmosphere, groundwater, plants,
animals and the earth’s surface by way of various
transfer processes (including condensation,
precipitation, runoff, infiltration, evaporation,
sublimation and transpiration).
   It is extremely important that everyone, whether
you are a resident, visitor, teacher or student, to
understand how your actions can both local and
statewide impacts. The Michigan Sea Grant
publication, “An Introduction to Michigan
Watersheds,” is a great resource to begin to build
your watershed knowledge, and with the holidays
upon us, a Michigan Watersheds poster makes a
great gift for teachers, students, friends and family. 
   Approval to reprint from MSU Extension. For more
information, visit https://extension.msu.edu. To have
information delivered to your email inbox,
visit https://extension.msu.edu/newsletters.

watersheds and our actions
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   The DASH boat (Diver Assisted Suction Harvester)
will be launched back in Higgins Lake by mid-June.
We will be attaching a brand-new turbidity curtain
around the boat, as required in our Environmental
Great lakes Energy (EGLE) permit. Cost $2,296.
The old curtain served us well for the past twelve
years.
   The annual cost to run the DASH boat includes
fuel, insurance, maintenance/equipment, winter
storage and wages for the crew. We expect the cost
in 2022 to be over $50,000. The crew works Monday
through Fridays, except for Fridays of holiday
weekends. Workdays can be impacted by weather
and wind condition.
   DASH, a non-chemical treatment is the most
recommended removal treatment for Eurasian water

milfoil and starry stonewort. As we head into the
boating season, please help prevent any additional
infestations in Higgins Lake by using the boat wash
and boat cleaning tools available throughout the
boating season.
   We would like to take this opportunity to thank
Valerie Smith for her generosity and dedication to
the suction harvesting operation. Valerie provides
DASH a “home” for the DASH boat and the assist
boat for the summer months. In addition to support
of the DASH Boat, Valerie is also a super volunteer
behind the scenes to make our annual fund raiser,
Higgins Lake Awareness Day a success.
   We would also like to thank the Roscommon
County Community Foundation and individual donors
for their support of the DASH program.

4

dash boat 2022

By Jessica Converse
NALMS Policy Intern
   The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA)
2007 and 2012 National Lake Assessments (NLA)
broadcast what many lake professionals have noticed
themselves, that healthy lake condition is declining.
   The national assessments, derived from a
representative sample of U.S. lakes, have provided
baseline measurements on water quality, biological
condition, habitat condition, and recreational suitability
on a continental scale. It was found that over the
course of five years, phosphorus and nitrogen levels,
cyanobacteria risk, microcystin detections, chlorophyll

risk, lakeshore disturbance, and degraded
biological conditions as measured by benthic
macroinvertebrates all increased.
   The EPA found total phosphorus and total nitrogen
to be the most significant indicators of risk to lake
health. They have recommended nutrient reductions
be the number one priority for lake managers
nationwide (US Environmental Protection Agency,
2016). This recommendation has been the priority
since the early 1990s and has focused water quality
improvement efforts toward addressing non-point
sources of pollution across watersheds almost
exclusively.

nalms takes a stand
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   The impact of increased population, development,
boat capacity, fertilizer use, nutrient run off and old
and unmaintained septic systems have collectively
changed our beautiful Higgins Lake. It’s time to rally
together to stop this negative progression before
Higgins Lake is no longer repairable. This is real. 
The need for a sewer system has been made clear
in study after study and various presentations by
seasoned professionals. It will be a much-needed
step toward a healthy Higgins Lake.
   But we also need to look at ourselves and improve
many of our shoreline and lawn care practices in
order to achieve serious improvement. Let’s start
with lawn care.  Fertilizer. Sounds likes no big deal,
but it is a big deal…it accumulates!  One pound of
fertilizer produces 500 pounds of algae! There are
now thousands of pounds of phosphorous sitting
in the deepest part of our lake, in addition to our
ever-growing concerns of nitrogen. These nutrients
are radically and rapidly changing the dynamics of
the lake!  Did you notice pools of bright green algae
last year? Not good. Lawn service companies are
generally not felt to be helping in this regard, no
matter what they say.
   The best lawn care for a healthy lake is done by
Mother Nature, and we congratulate those with
natural “up north” landscapes!  Trees, shrubs, native
plants and particularly shoreline greenbelts, have
extensive root systems that filter nutrients and
pollutants that would otherwise flow into the lake
and also protect the shoreline from erosion.  Lake-
front owners, in particular, need to take personal
responsibility for their properties and may need to
think differently than they have in the past.  Please
take the time and make the effort…collectively we
can, and will, make a difference to help save our
lake!    

One Higgins Lake Property Owner’s Story of
Success

   I’ve got a great story. Just over a decade ago, my
son was married on the lawn of our cottage property
at Higgins Lake. What an event! We got lucky with
the weather, a 70ish September Saturday. The
venue was PERFECT. What a night, one etched in
memory.
   I enjoy yard work, and in preparing earlier that

spring for this 60 person event, I “over-seeded” my
lawn; in fact, I triple seeded, i.e. three separate
seedings at three-week intervals starting in early
May. I tried my best to keep it watered and, lo and
behold, my lawn drew numerous compliments from
the crowd at the wedding. It looked great! The
following spring, I again did three seedings, and
my lawn grew in like football turf!  I now still seed,
but simply once in the spring.
   But, I have been a culprit. I used to use retail
weed-and-feed fertilizer but, as advised, never
closer than 20 feet from shore, but probably never
should have used fertilizer at all. I no longer use
fertilizer or need it. For weeds, I now use the non-
toxic and safe weed killer as follows: a gallon of
white vinegar, a cup of common table salt and a
tablespoon of dishwashing detergent. If you haven’t
tried this, you should. It works!

For the sake of the lake, please try these methods
two years back-to-back.  NO FERTILIZER. NO
WEED-AND-FEED. If your experience is like my
own, with a little attention and watering, you will
have football turf…well, maybe not football turf but
a nice environmentally-friendly lawn that you can
be proud of.  I know I am.  Please encourage your
neighbors to do the same.
   Collectively, we can make a difference.
   I, like many, love my lake and the opportunities
it provides me and my family and friends…some of
the best times of my life, really.
   I, like many, for too long have ignored the present
dangers and obvious changes to our natural
paradise.
   I, like many, understand that it’s not nature but
our actions and inactions that will alter the course
of our playground, forever.
   PLEASE JOIN IN…LET’S RALLY THE LAKE!

“One pound of fertilizer produces 500
pounds of algae! There are now thousands
of pounds of phosphorous sitting in the
deepest part of our lake, in addition to
our ever-growing concerns of nitrogen.”

seed don’t feed
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By Joan B. Rose, PhD

   The notion that septic tanks prevent fecal
bacteria from seeping into rivers and lakes simply
doesn’t hold water, says a new Michigan State
University study.
   Water expert Joan Rose and her team of water
detectives have discovered freshwater contamination
stemming from septic systems. Appearing in
the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences,
the study is the largest watershed study of its kind
to date, and provides a basis for evaluating water
quality and health implications and the impact of
septic systems on watersheds.
   “All along, we have presumed that on-site
wastewater disposal systems, such as septic tanks,
were working,” said Rose, Homer Nowlin Endowed
Chair in Water Research. “But in this study, sample
after sample, bacterial concentrations were highest
where there were higher numbers of septic systems
in the watershed area.”
   Until now, it was assumed that the soil could filter
human sewage, and that it works as a natural
treatment system. Discharge-to-soil methods, a
simple hole dug in the ground under an outhouse,
for example, have been used for many years.
Unfortunately, these systems do not keep E. coli and
other pathogens from water supplies, Rose said.
   “For years we have been seeing the effects of fecal
pollution, but we haven’t known where it is coming
from,” she said. “Pollution sources scattered in an
area – called non-point – have historically been a
significant challenge in managing water quality.”
   The researchers used source-tracking markers, a
novel method Rose calls “CSI (Crime Scene
Investigation) for water,” to sample 64 river systems
in Michigan for E. coli and the human fecal bacteria
B-theta. Advances in source-tracking allow water

scientists to track down the origin of non-point pollution
more accurately than ever before.
   Michigan, Florida and South Carolina, as well as
resort areas near lakes all across the United States,
rely heavily on septic tanks for human sewage.
Though each state regulates septic tanks differently,
more needs to be done in order to ensure humans
are not contaminating surface waters by using septic
tanks.
   Continuing to use long-trusted methods of waste
disposal systems may come at a hefty price, added
Rose. The Environmental Protection Agency’s latest
survey for capitol improvement identifies the need
to invest $298 billion over the next 20 years on
wastewater and stormwater infrastructure to meet
the Clean Water Act public safety goals of swimmable
and fishable waters.
   “This study has important implications on the
understanding of relationships between land use,
water quality and human health as we go forward,”
she said. “Better methods will improve management
decisions for locating, constructing and maintaining
on-site wastewater treatment systems. It’s financially
imperative that we get it right.”
   This research was supported by grants from
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
(Tipping Points Great Lakes Environmental Research
Lab) and EPA (112013 and 118539). Contributing
scientists were Marc Verhougstraete, College of
Public Health, University of Arizona; Sherry Martin,
Anthony Kendall and David Hyndman, Department
of Geological Sciences, MSU.

septic tank study

volunteers wanted
If you are able to donate a few hours to help us out, we would love to have your company! For a list of
volunteer activities, please send your name and email to info@higginslake-foundation.org.
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What are nitrate and nitrite?
   Nitrate (NO3) and nitrite (NO2) are forms of
nitrogen in the environment, both natural and human-
made. Large amounts of nitrate in drinking water
can be harmful to a person’s health because nitrate
can change into nitrite in the human body.

What health problems can nitrate and nitrite
cause?
   Swallowing high amounts of nitrate and/or nitrite
can cause a condition called methemoglobinemia.
This condition affects the blood’s ability to carry
oxygen. Infants younger than six months of age
and pregnant women are more at risk of developing
this condition. Others can develop this condition
too, such as those with genetic conditions or reduced
stomach acidity. It’s important to talk with your doctor
or your child’s doctor if you have concerns about
methemoglobinemia.

Pregnant Women and Infants
   During pregnancy, the blood’s ability to carry
oxygen changes. When combined with high amounts
of nitrate, a pregnant woman’s chances of
developing this condition increases.
   Methemoglobinemia is commonly called blue
baby syndrome in infants younger than six months
of age. Infants can develop this condition when
given water or formula made with water that has
high amounts of nitrate. Infants have less acid in
their stomach, resulting in more bacteria that change
nitrate to nitrite. Having too much nitrite in the body
affects the blood’s ability to carry oxygen. This
causes the skin around the eyes and mouth to turn
a bluish color. Methemoglobinemia can cause death
if not addressed. Immediately stop using the water
and contact your child’s doctor if you notice these
symptoms.
   When nitrate seeps into the ground it can get into
drinking water. Nitrate is more likely to enter your
water if you have a shallow well, damaged well
casings and fittings, a well not within a clay barrier
underground, or nearby unplugged or abandoned
wells. Nitrate found in drinking water is often from
fertilizers, livestock waste, failing septic tanks,
drainfields and drywells, and livestock waste.

(continued on pg. 10)

nitrates and nitrites

expert opinions
I have not been involved in any sewer discussions for Higgins Lake. But I can unequivocally say that I would 100% support
it. If not, then you’ll be dooming yourself to a future of no oxygen down deep in Higgins. Goodbye cold-water fish. Hello massive
algae blooms. If I owned property in the Higgins Lake watershed, I’d be fighting like hell to make sure the sewers
go through.

— Mark Tonello, Fisheries Management Biologist
 Michigan Department of Natural Resources

We now know that septic tank effluent not only threatens Higgins Lake, but also the health
of families due to high nitrates in the drinking water. To do nothing is unthinkable.

— Dr. Mark Luttenton, Program Director
MS in Water Resource Policy, Grand Valley State University



8

2021 events
My work has given me opportunity to study the littoral zone in most of the major recreational lakes in Northern Michigan over
the last 5 years. Higgins Lake, as beautiful as it is, was alarmingly much less diverse than any other lake we studied. In addition,
a thin sand layer was hiding black, anaerobic substrate in many areas. Higgins Lake showed much greater ecosystem degradation
than any other lake we studied (by far), even though in appearance it is much like a
swimming pool now. I applaud efforts by the Higgins Lake Foundation to
educate riparians on best practices to preserve and even reverese the
negative impacts we humans are having on our natural resource.

— Ron Reimink, Biologist
 Fresh Water Solutions, Owner
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2021 events
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nitrates and nitrites
(continued from pg. 7)

How do you know if nitrate or nitrite is in your
well water?
   Testing for nitrate and nitrite is the only way to
know if they are in your water. They have no taste,
color or odor. The Michigan Department of Health
and Human Services (MDHHS) recommends testing
your water every year. Call your local health
department or a certified drinking water laboratory
to get a test kit.

What do your water test results mean?
   The Maximum Contaminant Level, or MCL, for
nitrate is 10 milligrams per liter (mg/L) and nitrite is
1.0 milligrams per liter (mg/L). If your test result is
above the MCL for nitrate or nitrite, follow the
recommendations below.
   Laboratory reports may give the units of
measurement as mg/L or parts per million (ppm).
Mg/L is the same as ppm. An example of laboratory
test results is “not detected (ND)” means the lab
did not detect, or find, nitrate/nitrite in your water
sample at or above the amount they can reliably

report. If the test result listed is a number, the lab
found nitrate/nitrite in your water sample.

Recommendations

   MDHHS recommends testing your water every
year for nitrate and nitrite.
   If your results for nitrate, nitrite, or both are below
the MCLs, you can use your water for drinking,
cooking, bathing, and all other water-related
activities. If your test results for nitrate, nitrite, or
both are above the MCLs, talk to your local health
department to identify and fix the problem.
• Until the problem is fixed, use another source of
water such as bottled water for drinking, cooking,
and preparing infant formula. You cannot remove
nitrate or nitrite by boiling water. Boiling will increase
the amount of nitrate or nitrite in the water that’s
left.
• Install a reverse osmosis, ion exchange, or
distillation filtration system. These systems require
regular maintenance and testing to make sure they
are working correctly. If the system is not installed,
operated, or maintained correctly, it could let nitrate
and/or nitrite pass through the filter.
• Drill a new well.

SATURDAY, JUNE 11 from 9am- 1pm (or until out)
RAM (MacMullen Center) next to North State Park

FOR SALE AT REDUCED PRICES: A beautiful selection of Michigan Native plants
for sun, shade and moist areas, as well as cottage-blend grass seed.

FREE WELL WATER & SOIL TEST kits with professional lab analysis (while
supplies last)

FREE “Skip the Fertilizer” signs

INFORMATION about the proposed sewer, invasive species, natural shorelines,
and lake healthy lawns

Tickets available for the ANNUAL HIGGINS LAKE AWARENESS DAY Saturday,
August 6, 2022

outdoor fair and plant sale
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Donations and Memorial Gifts From Our Generous Supporters

Freda Alibri
Anonymous
Marbeth Anderson
Anna Paulina Foundation
Art-Y-Facts
Tom & Wilma Barber
Jim Bates
Peter & Donna Bean
William & Katherine
 Beuerle
Paul Bennett
Robert & Carrie Blamer
Karen Boyajian
Ruth A. Braun
James & Melanie Brown
John & Sharon Burke
William Burrows
Lowell & Moody Butman
Brie Cischke
Adeline Cochran
Dr. Cliff & Mrs. Carolyn
 Colwell
Gerry Coster
Daniel J. Decker PC
Mary Kay Dent
Curt & Lynn DeVoe
Martha & Nick Dewey
Evelyn Dinu
The Herbert & Junia Doan
 Foundation
Lynn Donaldson &
 Cameron Avery
Paul Duhaime
Robert & Cynthia Edwards
Evergreen Northern Market
Tom & Janet Gaffke
Suzanne Fabian
The Galehouse &
 Sweeney Families
Stephanie Fitzgerald
Bill & Kathy Frank
Emily Gobright
Richard Grant
Emi Gray
Sharon & Gregory Greene
Marlene & Christopher
 Griffin
Payson & Nancy
 Harrington
Davis & Mary Hall
Mary Highberger
Robert & Carolyn Holmes
William Horton
Mark Janulis
Jim & Michele Kirsch
Chester W. Klos
Greg & Carol Larson
Kelly & Perry Link
Randy & Cindy Luck
Roger L. Marshall
Tom & Grete Martin
John & Ginni Mazur
Ken & Kathy Melvin
Cheryl Mitchell
Morley Family Foundation
Jody Morley Kinney

Sara Morley Lacroix
Mr. & Mrs. David & Anne
 Morley
John & Virginia Nash
Robert Nimocks & Mimi
 Haas Nimocks
Mary Jo Oppy
John Ostroski
Okta
Nancy Perry-Community
 Foundation of North
 Central Florida
Steven Popp
Molly Chalmers Pratt
Connie Price
Gary & Paula Pritchard
Don & Barbara Richards
Dan Richardson
Ed & Kay Richter
Van & Trish Sandstrom
John Schalk
Kelly Schmidt
Scott & Lynne Schropp
Howard & Tamra Schultz
Jim & Mary Lou Scriba
Tim & Joanie Skuta
Gordon & Theresa Slack
Anne Cochran Sloan
Ann & Steve Soper
Ron & Michelle Spisak
Vicki & Pat Springstead
Dennis & Anne Stachovich
Steelcase Foundation
Bill Strand
Ryan Sullivan
Sundance Shores
 Association
Anna & Don Sylvester
Andrew Tinkham
Gerald Trapp
Vicki Townsend
Twin Oakes Landscaping
David & Linda Udy
John & Liz Wade
Fred & Michele Walsh
Pauline Weber
Ronald & Peggy Weingartz
Doug Welch
Alyssa Taylor Wendt
Philip Will
Clark & Debra Woody
Frank & Maureen YaQuinto

HIGGINS LAKE
FOUNDATION-NANCY
PERRY-ROSWELL
BURROWS
ENVIRONMENTAL
EDUCATION
SCHOLARSHIP
Lynn B. Donaldson
Cameron S. Avery
Nancy Perry
Pat & Vicki Springstead

In Memory of Those Who
Loved Higgins Lake

ANDY ALGUIRE
Anne & Rick Meeks
Elizabeth Thompson
 Starks

BILL ALGUIRE III
Elizabeth Thompson
 Starks

HERB ANDERSON
Cathy Chaklos

SEDRIC LUTHER AUDAS
II
Sedric Audas

GEORGE BACHLEDA
Paul & Diana Bachleda

STEPHEN BAKITA
Dorothy Bakita

JACK BALESKY
Margaret Balesky

MARY ELIZABETH
BEEBE
Donna Hujsak

TOM BELLGOWAN
Kay Bellgowan

PHYLLIS BIDDLE
Elmer D. Monroe

BERNIE & BILL BLAMER
Bob & Carrie Blamer

GEORGE M. BOYD
Connie Boyd

WILLIAM “WILL”
STIMSON BOYD
Connie Boyd
Carol Morley Beck

HUGO “TED’ BRAUN JR.
Lucy Braun

J DOUGLAS BROWN
James & Melanie Brown

GENE WATSON BROWN
James & Melanie Brown

GAY BUHL
Lisa (Buhl) Chapman

HOWIE BUHL
Lisa (Buhl) Chapman

MIKE BUHL
Lisa (Buhl) Chapman

WALTER & MITZIE
BURKHARDT
Kim Wheeler

GEORGE L. (QUAD)
BURROWS
Mr. & Mrs. R. Randall
 Almirall
Sara Almirall
Cameron Avery
Lynn Donaldson
Linda Joseph
Kathleen & Duncan
 Lawrence
Loretta Wittkopp

DANA & DAVE
CADWELL
John & Chris Ogren

FRANK & MARY CAREY
William & Annette Carey

JACK & PEPPY CERVEN
Cynthia Cerven Welglarz

GLYNN CONLEY
Tina Elliott
Pat & Vicki Springstead

ELSA OHLMACHER
CONRAD
Ann & Lou Raden

MARY JO (ALGUIRE)
CORRELL
Anne & Rick Meeks
Michael Ritter
Pat & Vicki Springstead
Libby Starks

COLE CORBY
Steve Corby

LARRY CORBY
Patty & Dan Corby

WALTER CONKLIN
CUSHARD
Denise & David Saunders

GEORGE DINU
Evelyn Dinu

ANDREW DUTTON
Wayne & Sue Wendorf

RICHARD HARR EBERT
Anonymous
Roger & Arlene Bachman
Donna Bastian
Jean Elmer & Family
Chicago Exhibit
 Productions, Inc
Mary, Dave, Phil, & Wayne
 Hall
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Donations and Memorial Gifts (continued)

Debi Hartman
Elmer Heupel
Harriett Ebert Lenhart
Jim Lenhart
Lee McDoniel
Luella Putman
Laura Schadley
Shoppenagon Lodge
Lakeshore Corporation
Vicki & Pat Springstead
Doug & Katie Welch
Lee Williams

ROBERT EDWARDS
Marilyn Edwards

JAY FAUCHER
Kevin & Anne Kleinsmith
Margaret Kleinsmith

LINDA FETTIG
Anonymous
Mark & Monica Bauer
Betty Nagel-Cribbins
Jacqueline Danielson
Laurie Dewar
Ben, Molly, Parker, &
 Spencer Fettig
Melanie & Dennis Fritz
Jerry & Gloria Jean Groll
Fred & Genie Herter
Deborah A. Horne
Bill & Lori Jurgens
Shirley Kent
Lottie & Brayton Stephens
Beth Straebel
Molly Straebel
Rob & Rose Straebel
Sue Straebel
Debra Adams-Tighe
Phil Wilson

THOMPSON H. FORD
Carol Morley Beck
Starr Hagenmeyer
Nick & Dinny Holland
Kathleen & Duncan
 Lawrence

NORMAN FORTUNE
Glenn Rossow

PHILIP A. & ROSE
MARIE FURIOSO
Carol Sable

EDITH L. GAGLIARDI
Anonymous

DORIS GAISER
Carl Gaiser

GEORGE & MEG
GILLAM
Mary, Dave & Wayne Hall

TOM & MARY GIBNEY
John & Mary Schoener

ALLEN GREENLEAF
Howard & Tamra Schultz

HAL & FLO MEYER
HAAS
John & Ginny Mazur
Robert & Mimi Haas
 Nimocks

NORMA “MICKEY’ HALL
Mary, Dave, Phil & Wayne
 Hall
Lee McDoniel

DON & LENORE
HANAWALT
Philip Hanawalt

KENNETH W. HANEY
Wilma J. Haney

GENE & DOROTHY
HAMILTON
Douglas & Elizabeth
 Hamilton

LARRY HARBECK
Carol Morley Beck

DR. & MRS. WILLIAM E.
HERSEE
Sandra Olson

WILLIAM HEUSNER
Eleanor Heusner

SUZANNE J. HOFFMAN
Robert L. Hoffman

KAY HOLMES
John Holmes

MYRNA HOLMES
William A. Jones

REGINA HUMPERT
Jim & Amy Nuerminger

DOUGLAS ISLES
Ryan Iles

ANETTE LEMEASURE
“PUNCH” JEONEY
A.G. Jeoney

DONN & JOAN JUHL
Brian & Marti Mackowski

JEFF KEENER JR
Alan & Catherine Keener

BOB & JEAN KEMP
Tom & Laura Kemp

JEREMIAH KENNEY
Linda & Gary Berger

HAROLD E.
KLEINSMITH
Kevin & Anne Kleinsmith

MATT KRCHMAR
Debbie Krchmar

MARILYN KLOS
Chet Klos

GERALD LARSON
Pinecone Beach
 Association

JEAN LOVETT
Andy & Susie Spence

HERBERT C.
MACCLAREN
Constance MacClaren

LOWELL MARTIN
Barbara Martin

ISOBEL BERYLE
MASTERSON
Patti & Randy Haight

CHARLES MCDONIEL
Lee McDoniel
Mary, Dave, Phil & Wayne
 Hall
Jerry & Becky Siegel

DAVID MCDONIEL
Lee McDoniel
Mary, Dave, Phil & Wayne
 Hall
Jerry & Becky Siegel

LEIA MCDONIEL
Lee McDoniel
Mary, Dave, Phil & Wayne
 Hall
Jerry & Becky Siegel

GORDON MCINTOSH
Terry McIntosh

KATHRYN MENOUTES
George Menoutes

KENDALL A. MILLS
Bonnie K. Mills & Doug
 Eicher
Marilyn Berling
Martha & Nick Dewey

MARY LLOYD MILLS
Bonnie K. Mills & Doug
 Eicher
Chris & Mireille Mills
Kendall Mills

GRACE OHLMACHER
MOORE
Ann & Lou Raden

ROSEMARY V. MONROE
Elmer D. Monroe

JOHN C. MORLEY
Anonymous

ROBERT S. MORLEY
Carol Morley Beck
Mildred R. Morley

SALLY SPENCE
MORLEY
Spence Morley

SUSANNE MORLEY
Terry L. Rye

ERIK MURER
Howard & Tamra Schultz

STARR O’BRIAN
Charlotte W. Hagenmeyer

MARY GENE
OPPERMANN
Sarah Lyden

BOB & BETTY PERRY
Robert Perry

TIM PIPKINS
Doris Pipkens

WILLIAM PRUSAITIS
Gary/David Pritchard &
 Family

HOPE PURDY
Clark E. Purdy

PAULA SCHANTZ
REUSSER
Dean F. Reusser Family

JACK RILEY
Kathleen Riley

KATHLEEN RILEY
David & Cheryl Bourland
Valeria Ostrander & Family
Mickey & Kimberly Scott
Wendy Winn

PAT RILEY
Kathleen Riley

JOHN RILEY
Kathleen Riley

EMILY RITTER
Donald Ritter
Michael Ritter
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Donations and Memorial Gifts (continued)

Freda Alibri

RICHARD ROESER
John Colwell M.D.

JOANN ROGOWSKI
John Rogowski

GAIL WOLGAST
Wolgast Development LLC

WALTER L. RYE JR.
Walter L. Rye Family
Laura Currie
Ann Rose
RJ Rose

EARL & HELEN
SCHAPER
Susan Schaper Harris

EARL SCHAPER
Susan Schaper

WILLIAM SHARP
Arlene Sharp

ENE SIMON
Dr. John Simon

GARRET SISCO
Anonymous
Lisa Brown
David & Elena Burton
Carrie Buss
Martha Clapp
Kathy Clark
Raquel daFonseca
Cindy Felstow
Fiserv Team-Karen
 Watson
Rita M. Gilland
Danielle L. Pasini-
 Goodrich
Traver S. Tremblay-
 Goodrich
Theresa Guastella
April & Terry Hardy
Nancy Hodges
Theresa & Guenter
 Kippschull
Michelle Kloack
Katherine Kowalski
Lake Trust Credit Union
Service Delivery Team
Andrew Lamb
Diane & Sophie Limas
Edward & Alison McKenna
James & Ann Norder
Michelle O’Donnell
Diana Scott
Virtual Solutions
The Norways Association
Ryan West
Rodger & Catherine
 Whiting

John Zitko & Beth Trax

CARL & LUCILLE SEITZ
Jim, Melissa & Matthew
 Seitz

MARILYN & G.L. SMITH
Clark & Bette F. Purdy

KRIS FARRELL SMITH
Andy & Susie Spence

LAURIE SMITH
Valerie Smith
Ann Rose
R.J. Rose
Pat & Vicki Springstead

DAVID SOULTANIAN
Reneé Soultanian

JAMES & MARY
SOTIROFF
Evelyn Dinu

JAMES A. & ANNE
SPENCE SR.
James A. Spence III

HUGH & EILEEN
STARKS
Elizabeth Thompson
 Starks

BARBARA STOYE
Matt Cushman

FRED STOYE SR.
Matt Cushman

LAURA STOYE
Matt Cushman

SAMUEL & BARBARA
STUEVE
Kathy Davis

WILLARD S. SWEENEY
Sabrina Sweeney

RICHARD & LUCILLE
SWINEHART
Swinehart L.L.C.
Mary & Robert Warne

DENO TAGLIOLI-Loving
Husband
Concetta Taglioli

DONALD TAGLIOLI-
Loving Son
Concetta Taglioli

LISA TALIAFERRO
David Taliaferro

HENRY & JOANNE
VANDENBERG
John Vandenberg

STEVEN VANDENBERG
Jean Vandenberg

JOHN & DIANE VENMAN
Abigayl Venman

KENNETH VEST
Gloria Berger
Jeniece Buckley

BARBARA VICKREY
Philip C. Hanawalt

VIRGILENE WILTSE
Lee Wiltse

SONJA (SMOKIE) WALL
Gerald Wall

ROBERT M. WEBER
M.D.
Anonymous
John & Marty Barte
Aaron & Erica Bornstein
Allan & Nancy Bornstein
Sam & Emily Bornstein
Esther Bornstein
Joan & Michael
 McCloskey
Bruce & Jeanne Montroy
Derrick & Jane Oxender
Mary & David Peterson
Edward & Adeline Ryznar
Vicki & Pat Springstead
The Segar’s Family

DEBORAH WHEELER
Thomas Wheeler

LEONARD &
CHARLOTTE WHEELER
Molly Chalmers Pratt

NED & GORDIE WICKES
Sue C. Murphy

PAUL WILLIAMS
Debbie Krchmar

PATRICK WOLGAST
Gail Wolgast

EZIO ZAFFERANI
Emi Gray

In Honor of &
Commemorating Special
Occasions for Those
Who Love Higgins Lake

Honor of Elizabeth
“Bitsy” Fitzsimmons
Linda Taggart

Christmas Gift with love
for Spence Morley
Matt, Stu & Heather
 Morley

Honor of David & Anne
Morley
Andrew & Becky Morley

Honor of Jim Morley
Andrew & Becky Morley

Honor of Spence Morley
Andrew & Becky Morley

Honor of Tom & Kelly
Morley
Andrew & Becky Morley

Honor of Johnny Morley
Andrew & Becky Morley

Honor of Nick & Martha
Dewey
Jonathan Ballew

Honor of Spence Morley
Stuart Morley

Honor of Pat & Vicki
Springstead
John & Susan Gessert

Honor of John Morley,
David & Anne Morley
Family, Andrew & Becky
Morley Family, Jim
Morley Family, Tom &
Kelly Morley Family
Spence Morley

Memory of Those Lost
from Lakeside, Cottage
Grove, and Pinewoods
Sue Morley

Honor of Wyatt & Braden
Oxender
Kathleen Hall

Honor of Ron Wiltse
Carol Morley Beck

Honor of Vicki
Springstead for all That
She Does for Higgins Lake
Mary Highberger

Honor of Wayne
Scanlon’s 70th Birthday
Janeen Dvorak
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Donations and Memorial Gifts (continued)

Honor of Lee McDoniel’s
95th Birthday
Brie, Dan & Hendrix
 Cischke

Honor of Jim Moore
Nancy Perry Education
Fund-Community
Foundation of North
Central Florida

Honor of Carol Symons
Barbara Ewend

Honor of Wayne Hall’s
95th Birthday
Lee McDoniel

In Honor of Higgins
Lake-Loving the Lake for
56 Years
Throck & Claudine Osborn

Honor of Ann M. Rose
Terry L. Rye

Honor of Jim Kirsch
Michael Ritter

Honor of Dewey
Crawford’s 80th Birthday
Hilary Leonard

Honor of Sara Randall
Almirall Takikawa
Katharine Almirall

Honor of John Morley Jr.
Family
Spence Morley

With gratitude, we thank
the Roscommon County
Community Foundation
for extending the HLF
grants from the Morley
Foundation Fund, the
Endowment for Higgins
Lake, Robert R. Thalner
Fund, and the John
Morley Family
Endowment for Higgins
Lake.

Donations and Memorial Gifts (continued)

Let’s stay in touch! As the world transitions to digital communication, we would like to stay in touch —
when there is something of value to share with you and when you have something you want to share with

us! Your suggestions, comments, questions are important to us. Please share your email address by
sending a message to info@higginslake-foundation.org.



For more news on HLF and ongoing programs, please look at the HLF website:
www.higginslake-foundation.org. Also find us on Facebook — Higgins Lake Foundation.

33rd Annual Awareness Day
Saturday, August 6, 2022
4pm-6pm at the R.A. MacMullen Center

Food, beverages, auction, raffle!

Tickets are available by mail, phone, at the HLF office

(989-275-9183) or from an HLF board member.


